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registry laws went into effect, and Joshua was required to register. 
This requirement generated many difficulties for him even though 
he’d completed his sentence more than a decade before. First, as a 
student, the university housing in which he lived informed him that 
he had to leave. Second, as a student, the university informed him 
that he could no longer serve as a teaching or research assistant. 
Furthermore, professors were prohibited from paying him out 
of pocket to work on research. Joshua completed his PhD and 
continues to struggle. He cannot find work given his record and 
the public nature of the sex offender registry. About 5 years ago he 
moved to another state in the hope that he could obtain work there. 
While many organizations are interested in his solid skills, most are 
not willing to give him an opportunity given his presence on the 
registry. It is unclear what the future holds for Joshua Paul Benjamin.

And finally, Danny Madrid is enjoying a healthy and fulfilling 
life today. He is currently completing a PhD in criminology and 
criminal justice at a major state university. Soon, he’ll be on the 
job market and beginning work as an assistant professor. This is a 
proud accomplishment given that Danny had only a GED when 
began this journey in the criminal justice system in 2003. Danny 
has discovered that he finds great joy in teaching. He recalls being 

to collect original data, publish research, and eventually write books. He also intends to 
get involved in some type of outreach program with disenfranchised youth, particularly 
immigrant Latinos. He made a commitment long ago to sacrifice himself for the greater 
good, and he is more committed now to that ideal than ever before. He acknowledges 
that he is blessed to have survived the hell that was his youth, and he wants to use his 
experiences to spread the good word and help others.

CHAPTER WRAP-UP
This chapter outlined specific issues related to the criminal justice system that have 

received great attention in recent years. A main theme that guides this chapter, as well as the 
book as a whole, is that the criminal justice system is dynamic. Our perspectives toward issues 
change over time, and as a result, some topics receive extra attention. The topic of terrorism 
has received great attention, especially since the terrorist attacks of 9/11. While we strived 
to include information on terrorism and homeland security throughout the text, we felt it 
necessary to devote a special section in this chapter to this topic. It is a topic that will only 
gain in attention and resources received as time goes on.

Another topic that has recently been the focus of great research, attention, and debate is 
human and sex trafficking. In the past, most people have dismissed this crime as something 
that happens in other countries. More recently, attention has been given to the acknowledg-
ment that these crimes occur within the borders of the United States.
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